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gave him his chance. He seized it. Help and encourage-
ment came from Constantinople and from every side.
On the old framework of the Ottoman army he grafted
the hastily raised irregulars, and as it grew the force
was directed towards the Greeks.
As yet the Turks had worked with caution. They
showed their defiance in sullen disobedience to the
Allied Control officers. The efforts at resistance were
local and scattered and mainly effective in the danger
zones close to the Greeks, where the refugees organized
gladly. The leaders of the disaffection had crept away
back into the eastern and inaccessible parts of Anatolia,
to organize at Siwas and Erzerum. They expected that
at any minute the Allies would send troops and crush
them down.
If the movement was to be dealt with some immediate
action was needed. The British High Commissioner
wired repeatedly for permission to act. The Grand Vizier,
who believed that the strict carrying out of the Armistice
was the one hope of Turkey, became apprehensive and
asked leave to deal with the danger. But the Allied
Governments were feeling the anti-war reaction. They
were being bombarded with demands for demobilization
and retrenchment. They dared not involve themselves
in further commitments. They gave orders that no
steps were to be taken in the matter, which to them
appeared to be one between the Sultan and his subjects.
They refused to allow the Sultan enough troops or a
free hand to deal with the position. They made light
of the danger of the situation, and then turned to other
problems.